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MESSAGE FROM MAA PRESIDENT 

  

   

THE ALUMNUS  
 MURPHY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, Inc.  

 

Greetings, Panthers! 
 
 I am happy to be serving as your president 
once again.  There isn’t much to be president of at 
the moment but the MAA board still 
communicating and working together to support 
our beloved alma mater. The campus is currently 
off limits to all outside organizations and the 2020 
Hall of Fame had to be postponed, but we hope to 
have an induction ceremony in the spring of 2021.   
 
 The Carlen House and the oaks on campus 
made it through the all the stormy weather with 
little damage. There is one pecan limb on the roof 
of the Carlen House but it did not do any damage, 

thank goodness! One of the younger trees suffered a 
split which will have to be addressed by a tree service. 
 
 We are trying to build a second collection of Mohians to have in the 
Carlen House as a resource for alumni (there is an almost-complete 
collection in the library).  If you have ones you would like to donate, please 

let the board know via e-mail. We also are happy to take other major pieces of memorabilia, like that featured 
in the Alumni Spotlight. 
 
 The Culinary Department’s Bistro is decorating using a Panther Pride is World Wide theme.  Please 
submit a travel photo of you wearing a Murphy shirt; email is fine. 
 
 The time for dues renewal is coming up in January.  A membership would make a great Christmas 
gift, too! 
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   Ernestine Sharp Hart, Class of 1942, has been very 

generous in donating memorabilia from her time at 

Murphy and from the reunions held by “The Class 

That Went to War.” One of the most outstanding items 

is Mrs. Hart’s majorette uniform, which the MAA has 

placed on display in the Carlen House.  

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 

(Cont’ p.2) 



Murphy’s campus is once again a construction site, as the system is taking advantage of the 
students’ absence to continue campus improvements planned after the Christmas 2012 tornado.  The 
two projects now underway are the   reworking of the horseshoe drive with improved drainage and the 
installation of a drive and parking lot between the Carlen House and the cafeteria.   

 
 The concrete in the horseshoe drive was damaged by the heavy machinery used on 
campus after the Christmas storm, and the drainage system also suffered from the resulting 
compaction.  The concrete pavement has been removed but the most of the original curb 
remains.  The heavy rains of August caused some collapses.  The drier weather got this 
project back on track, but Hurricane Sally’s rains slowed it down again.  After the drainage 
is updated the drive will be paved with asphalt. The plaza in front of the gates is all new 
concrete, too. 

 
A small parking lot existed behind the cafeteria before the tornado but access was removed by 

the placement of the dumpster corral in the renovations.  The new drive to the lot will come in front of 
the Carlen House yard off Willcox Street.  The marker placed by the student council of 1957-58 was 
saved when a section of sidewalk had to be removed for the drive and will be reinstalled in the new 
sidewalk. Some changes in the existing Willcox lot are also being made we hope: limited entrances 
and larger unpaved areas around trees.  Fencing to match the existing fence will be installed along the 
Willcox lot. 

MURPHY CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION 

Ernestine’s son, David, contacted board president Carmen Kearley about borrowing the 

uniform back and taking some pictures of it with his mother.  Unfortunately, COVID kept him 

out of the nursing facility where his mother is residing.  Once outside visitation was allowed, 

David and Carmen loaded up the uniformed mannequin and he took it to the home, where he 

was able to take photos in the garden.  David was kind enough to share some of the photos 

with us, along with copies of Ernestine herself wearing it while at Murphy.  We hope you 

enjoy seeing these photos and knowing this sweet story of the enduring Murphy spirit. Panther 

Pride is forever! 



 On Friday, September 11, 2020, the Murphy High 

School Class of ‘91, sponsored the pregame and postgame 

meals for the Murphy High School football team.  Morri-

son’s Cafeteria catered the pregame meal and Domino’s 

Pizza was the postgame meal.  We would like to thank the 

Class of 1991 sponsors.  They are:  

 
1. Gwendolyn McGrew-

 Dale 
2. Carl Cunningham Jr. 
3. Jonathan Williams Dunlap 
4. Erika Mayfield 
5. Kendelyn Wilson 
6. Duncan “Trey” Knight 
7. Damon Boone 
8. Andrea Coleman 
9. Antonio “Scooter” Reid 
10. Kristen Roberts Bearden 
11. John Autrey 
12. Eric Guarino 
13. Rhonda Nodd 
14. Michelle Woodard 
15. Terrilyn Hollings Ladd 
 

 

MHS CLASS OF 1991 SUPPORTS THE FOOTBALL TEAM 

16.Darnisha Matthews 
17 Mark Gulledge 
18 Karmen Holmes 
19 David Holberg 
20 Jeri Williams 
21 Yvette Armstead 
22 Tina Cunningham 
23 Chandra Parrott 
24 Annissa Thompson 
25 Henry French 
26 Philicia Bianco French 
27 Erlaundryce Thompson 
28 Rupa Kothandapani 
 Kitchens 
29.Sheila Jernigan Colvin 
 
Submitted by Carl Cunningham Jr., 
Ph.D.  



Name______________________________________________________Class of ____________________  
Address____________________________________________Email_______________________________  
City______________________________________State__________________Zip____________________  
Home Phone___________________Work Phone__________________Cell Phone___________________  
_____CURRENT YEAR GRADUATE Receives Newsletter, FREE  
_____PANTHER LEVEL Receives Newsletter & Alumni Certificate, $25 INDIVIDUAL or $35 COUPLE  
_____BLUE LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, & Alumni Lapel Pin, $50 INDIVIDUAL  
_____GOLD LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, & Alumni Paperweight, $100 INDIVIDUAL  
_____TOWER LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, Paperweight, & One Memorial Brick,  
                                         $250 INDIVIDUAL  
_____I wish to order: MEMORIAL BRICK. $50 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: RESTORATION PLAQUE. $100 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: TREE FUND PLAQUE. $100 Acorn Level, $500 Sapling Level, $1000 Mighty Oak Level  

_____I wish to send a GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE.  
(I will notify the alumni or friend my gift has been donated. I understand  

the Alumni Association will not notify the person of my gift.)  
For more information contact Marion Stille, 251-665-0509.  

Forms for bricks, restoration, and tree fund will be sent to the above address.  
Return to: MURPHY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, P. O. BOX 66158, MOBILE, AL 36660  

Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.  
Membership Application/Renewal/Gift  
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