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MESSAGE FROM MAA PRESIDENT 

 It is difficult to believe that we are already in 
the month of July. This is a great time of year to 
enjoy fireworks, fanfare, and maybe a little time 
down on the bay catching a breeze to break up our 
lovely Southern heat. I have to admit that I have 
been caught up in all of the activities associated with 
planning (and playing) my daughter’s first true 
summer break after a great year at one of Mobile’s 
favorite elementary schools, Mary B. Austin. 

 I know this summer is also an important 
stepping stone for those new freshmen preparing to 

begin their education at our fine Alma Mater. Later this month students 
will pickup their new class schedules and begin the process of 
determining where all of the odd and even numbered classrooms are 
located (even numbered classes to the north). For those recent graduates, 
many are starting careers or going to technical school or going off to 
university. These graduates join the ranks of the Murphy Alumni who will 
always be there to guide and encourage one another. I want to specifically 

congratulate Megan Jordan—this year’s recipient of the Curtis William’s Scholarship, which is administered 
by the Alumni Association. I was pleased to meet Miss Jordan during Murphy’s Baccalaureate program on 
Mother’s Day morning and congratulate all who were able to make it to campus during that monsoon morning. 

 This is our first newsletter since the Annual Meeting was held at the beginning of April. Attendance 
was light, but we presented a recap of the preceding year to those in attendance and confirmed the existing 
slate of officers. We passed three amendments to the bylaws (which may be found on our website).  We have 
now established a Lifetime Membership available to all Alums for $500. Please let us know if you are 
interested. 

 I wanted to thank all who attended the Annual Hall of Fame induction. As always, there was a great 
group of individuals who were welcomed into this distinguished fraternity. You can read about their stories in 
the following pages, but we encourage you to attend in-person next year in April 2020! 

 Sincerely, 

 Ryan McKee, President 
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Susie Ann Blackburn Boyce, Class of 1957 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 Susie Blackburn Boyce has represented Murphy High well 

through her professional career and public service. 

 While a student at Murphy, she participated in multiple 

activities which foreshadowed her later ones.  She was her homeroom 

representative for 9th and 10th grades. She played flute in the band all 

four years, winning 1st chair at All State Band in 11th and 12th grades; 

and participated in stage performances all four years with lead roles in 

11th and 12th, also singing in the special chorus 11th and 12th.  Her other 

interest was argument: She was a member of the National Forensics 

League 10,11, & 12 holding office of vice-president and then 

president.  She was also part of Argument Inc., the debate team, again 

holding office (secretary and vice-president).   Susie’s other club 

activity was in Tri-Hi-Y, where she served as vice-president and 

president.  And you guessed it—she still achieved in academics and 

was inducted into the National Honor Society in eleventh grade. Susie 

was also Murphy’s 1st National Merit Scholar. 

 After graduation, Susie attended Florida State University, earning selection to Phi Beta Kappa and 

graduating in just 2.5 years! She continued her education, earning a MA in Education at Tulane University, 

eventually earning her Ph.D. in Education at Rutgers in 1972, all while teaching at various public secondary 

schools. She then joined the faculty of Montclair State University, staying there until her retirement 1996, 

whereupon she was appointed Professor Emerita by the school’s Board of Trustees. 

 Susie’s debate training came to her aid when she entered the political arena in the Warren Township in 

1974.  She was elected to the WT Committee seven times and served as mayor twice: 1975(1st female!) and 

1986. Dr. Boyce was Registrar for the Basking Ridge Chapter of the DAR, assisting many women in 

researching ancestry for application to membership. Another outlet for her interest in ancestry was writing: she 

published six books, four on family history and two histories of local Methodist churches. After her 

retirement, she also served on the Advisory Council of the New Jersey State Library. 

 Susie Boyce has lived an exemplary life, serving education and community, and we welcome her to the 

MAA Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Susie Ann Blackburn Boyce 



 

  
 General Hecker was born in Kentucky in 1932 and later moved to 
Mobile where his good fortune landed him at Murphy High School.  Guy 
was active with the Red Cross Club, coordinating blood drives, donating 
(he reached the 1 Gallon Club!), and encouraging other students to 
donate.  He also volunteered to help in disaster relief if needed.  He so 
valued his Red Cross activities that he still has his RC pin.  Guy also sold 
ice cream to support the athletic department. 
 After graduating, he attended Marion Military Institute and 
continued his education at The Citadel where he graduated with honors as 
“a distinguished military graduate” with a bachelor of arts degree.  He 
was commissioned through the AFROTC at the Citadel and earned his 
pilot’s wings at Webb AF base.  In 1956 Guy became an air training 
officer at the newly established US AF Academy. He was next assigned 
to a squadron based in England.  Upon returning to the US, he was 
assigned to the 4510th Combat Crew Training Group at Luke AF Base, 

serving as flight commander and chief of Plans, Programming and Scheduling Section. In 1964 General 
Hecker was assigned as a staff officer in fighter operations at Headquarters Tactical Air Command at Langley 
AFB, moving in 1967 to the Royal Air Force Command and Staff College. After graduating he was assigned 
to a fighter squadron in Vietnam.  While there, he flew 169 combat missions in F-100s.. He returned to the US 
as chief regulator general officer matters at USAF Headquarters in Washington, D.C At this time Hecker 
earned a master’s from The George Washington University  and completed the management development 
program at Harvard’s graduate school of Business. 
 His distinguished career continued with promotion to the rank of  Brigadier General and becoming 
commander of the 45th Division at Pease AFB in 1978.  He also served as special assistant for the Missile 
Defense Development and Acquisition and was promoted to Major General in 1980.  His last post in the USAF 
was as Director of The Office of Legislative Liaison, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force. During his Air 
Force career, Major General Hecker was awarded a number of military decorations, including the Air Force 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Silver Star, the Legion of Merit (awarded twice) and the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 
 After retiring from military service in October of 1982,  Guy teamed with Lt Gen. (and astronaut) Tom 
Stafford, and Lt. Gen. Kelly Burke as President of one of the most prestigious Defense consulting firms in 
Washington, DC.  
 If all this weren’t enough to keep General Hecker occupied, he gave generously of his time to 
organizations near and dear to him. Guy was President of the Greater Washington Area Citadel Club Alumni 
Association from 1980-1982 while simultaneously a member of the Presidential Advisory Council at Marion 
Military Institute from 1980-1984. He was awarded Alumni of the Year in from that organization in 1984. 
From 1978 – 2003 he served on the Advisory Committee to the Citadel Board of Visitors. He then continued 
on the Citadel Foundation Board of Directors from 2004-2012.  He served on the Advisory Committee of the 
Ladies Association of Mt. Vernon, taught for 3 years at SUNY Plattsburgh, was leader of Indian Guides for 
five years, and was selected to “ring the bell” to open trading for both the NYSE and NASDAQ. 
 Thank you, General Hecker, for making Murphy proud. 

Major General Guy L. Hecker, Jr., Class of 1949 

Maj. Gen. Guy L. Hecker, Jr. 



 Vaughan Morrissette is the perfect example of a  Mobilian 
who loves and supports her city, state and country. 

 Vaughan attended Murphy and was quite active in student 
life.  She served on the Nominating and Election Committee and as 
teacher assistant, wrote for both the Mohian and Hi Times, 
participated in the Four Arts Club, and was selected as a class 
favorite.  She was not just talented and popular, she excelled in the 
classroom, too, earning induction into the National Honor Society 
and into Quill and Scroll (the journalism honor society).  Upon her 
graduation, Vaughan continued her education at Sweet Briar 
College before returning to Mobile.   

 Vaughan married H. Taylor Morrissette and raised their 
four children, but she did not stop pursuing her interests.  She 
turned her blue eyes and winning smile to supporting her favorite 
institutions and causes, and her resume is impressive. The 
following lists contain highlights. 

 City of Mobile: Mobile Infirmary Auxiliary and Board of 
Directors (Chairman of the Board 1983-1993); currently serving 

on the Board of the Infirmary Foundation, also served on Boards of Directors for Spring Hill College, 
Alabama School of Math and Science; the ASMS Foundation, Advisory Board of the Business School of the 
University of South Alabama, Board of Governors for the Carnival Museum, Conde Charlotte Museum 
House Committee, and Chairman of the Board for the Mobile Museum of Art, member of the Rotary Club of 
Mobile, member and past president of Mobile Junior League 

 State level: Board of Directors for Alabama Department of Archives and History, Alabama Women’s 
Hall of Fame, American Village and Citizenship Trust (Montevallo, AL), Past president and member of State 
Arts Council, Trustee for Alabama Institute of the Deaf and Blind Foundation; president of Alabama Heritage 
and the Alabama Friends Foundation Board of Directors.   

 Vaughan’s obvious interest in history led to get involved in national and international efforts to 
preserve it: She belongs to the Mount Vernon (home of George Washington)  Ladies Association of the 
Union and served as vice-regent and then Regent for Alabama, as well as the National Society of Colonial 
Dames of  America, holding office as President of Alabama and as National Vice President residing in 
Region III. Vaughan took her dedication to national heritage to England, where she joined the Friends of 
Sulgrave Manor, the ancestral home of George Washington’s family. 

 In her spare time, she also served her church as a vestry member, as president of Women of the 
Church, and chair of the altar guild. 

 Induction into our Hall of Fame is not the first honor to be bestowed upon Vaughan.  In 2008 she was 
named to the Alabama Academy of Honor,  included in Leadership Alabama, and is a recipient of the Impact 
Award from the Mitchell College of Business at USA. 

 We are delighted to have Vaughan Inge Morrissette in Murphy’s Hall of Fame 

 

Vaughan Inge Morrissette, Class of 1950 

Vaughan Inge Morrissette ‘50 



 

Col. Robert Eugene Stone, Class of 1950 

 Bob Stone attended Murphy High School and only had eleven 
years of school. He was up at 4:30 a.m. to deliver the Mobile Press 
Register on his bicycle before attending school each day. He was very 
active during his three years at Murphy. He was a class representative 
to the student council, a lunch room worker, an honor student, 
member of the Mohian Staff, and a member of the National Honor 
Society. 

 After graduation in 1950, he was only seventeen years old. He 
attended Gulf Coast Junior College and at age 18 he enlisted in the 
United State Air Force, following in his father’s footsteps who had 
been in the army and was wounded during WWI. 

 Bob spent 28 years in the Air Force as a Jet Fighter pilot 
earning command Pilot Wings. He participated in several combat 
missions, the Bay of Pigs in Cuba and tour of duty in Vietnam. He 
was shot down, after ten months of duty, on July 2, 1967, south of 
Hanoi. He was rescued but critically wounded. He spent three and a 
half years in and out of hospitals. He then returned to Vietnam for a 
tour of duty in 1973. He was promoted to the rank of Colonel in 
charge of several command missions. He received many medals 

including the Purple Heart, Distinguished Flying Cross, air Medals, and Legion of Merit. He is a graduate of 
the University of Maryland and has a master’s degree from Oklahoma University. 

 After retiring from the Air Force in August of 1979, he went to work for the State of Alabama in 
Industrial Training. He developed training programs and implemented them throughout the state. He trained 
supervisors and middle management to serve in state industry. His programs were very successful. For seven 
years, thousands were trained in Huntsville and north of Interstate 20 in industrial plants. He also trained and 
implemented many industrial programs for Southwest State Jr. College in the Mobile area.  

 After twelve years, Col. Stone was transferred to Central Alabama Community College to develop 
programs and training for Russell Mills. This company was the largest employer in Central Alabama and was 
in great need of trained workers. 

 Col. Stone also worked with the community to establish Leadership Tallapoosa County. This program 
provides people a year long educational program in leadership, state, and local government, education, health 
and human services. This program is still in operation today. 

 Bob continues to be active in Alexander City. He has served many years in Kiwanis, First Methodist 
Church as a Sunday School teacher, and on the administrative board as Directory of Finance. For over fifteen 
years, he was very involved in the prison ministry for the Talladega Federal Prison. He also served for over 
twenty years in the Emmaus Community for North Alabama. 

 In his eighty-six years, since the age of 18, Col. Stone has served his country, community, and church. 
He has been dedicated to serving and being an outstanding and productive citizen. He was chosen Alexander 
City’s hero to carry the 1996 Olympic torch. An American flag dedicated to him flies in the center of the city. 

 Bob is the husband of the former Dell Mitchell Stone, class of 1950. He is the father of two sons, and a 
daughter, seven grandchildren, and 15 great-grandchildren. 

 For a poor depression boy from a large family of five brothers, and one sister, Colonel Robert Stone 
has been a proud and productive American citizen and we welcome him to the MAA Hall of Fame. 

Son, Bruce Miller 



 

August Porter Roberts, Class of 1941,  
deceased 

 August Porter Roberts was devoted husband and father 

who also contributed to the community and the musical arts in 

his hometown of Mobile. 

 Porter graduated from Murphy in 1941.  While a student 

there, he was active in the Outing Club and the Reading Club.  

After graduating, like so many of his generation, he put his 

higher education on hold and enlisted in December of 1942, 

joining the Naval Air Corp.  Porter served in the Asiatic-Pacific 

Theater and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross as 

well as other service related medals. 

 After the war, he attended the University of Alabama, 

graduating with a B.A. in Commerce and Business.  He also 

studied voice and used his talent at his Tuscaloosa church and at 

the Partlow School (a state school for mentally disabled) to 

leading singing with the residents of on Sunday afternoons.   

 Upon his graduation, he returned to work for the GM&O Railroad before taking a position at 

International Paper Company.  He retired from IPC in 1988 as Manager of 

Traffic and Transportation Services. During his career, he served as 

Loaned Executive to the United Way and as President of Southeast 

Association of Rail Shippers. 

 In the civic area, Porter Roberts was an active member of the 

Mobile Optimists Club and served for many years on the Board of Keep 

Mobile Beautiful. He also supported Murphy by serving as PTSA 

President 1978-79. 

 Porter was also deeply involved in music.  He was Minister of 

Music at First Baptist Church for 17 years and his tenure there was 

honored in the naming of the Music Room.  He also served as Interim 

Director at Central Baptist Church.  Outside the faith community, Porter 

gave his baritone voice to the Mobile Male Chorus, the Mobile College 

Chorus, and the Mobile Opera Guild Chorus.  He sang for numerous 

weddings and funerals, bringing joy and comfort to many. 

  To quote from his nomination essay,  “He was always proud of the 

fact that some of his earliest influences on his life were found in the halls 

of Murphy High School, at the hands of many wonderful mentors and 

educators.” 
Mrs. Janie Black  Roberts 

August Porter Roberts ‘41 
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Name______________________________________________________Class of ____________________  
Address_______________________________________________________________________________  
City______________________________________State__________________Zip___________________  
Phone______________________ Email_____________________________________________________  
_____CURRENT YEAR GRADUATE Receives Newsletter, FREE  
_____PANTHER LEVEL Receives Newsletter & Alumni Certificate, $25 INDIVIDUAL or $35 COUPLE  
_____BLUE LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, & Alumni Lapel Pin, $50 INDIVIDUAL  
_____GOLD LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, & Alumni Paperweight, $100 INDIVIDUAL  
_____TOWER LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, Paperweight, & One Memorial Brick,  
                                         $250 INDIVIDUAL  
_____LIFETIME Receives Newsletter, Certificate & Alumni Lapel Pin, $500 INDIVIDUAL, $750 COUPLE  
 
_____I wish to order: MEMORIAL BRICK. $50 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: RESTORATION PLAQUE. $100 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: TREE FUND PLAQUE. $100 Acorn Level, $500 Sapling Level, $1000 Mighty Oak Level  
_____I wish to send a GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE.  

(I will notify the alumni or friend my gift has been donated. I understand  
the Alumni Association will not notify the person of my gift.)  

For more information contact Marion Stille, 251-665-0509.  
Forms for membership, bricks, restoration, and tree fund will be sent to the address below.  
Return to: MURPHY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, P. O. BOX 66158, MOBILE, AL 36660  

Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.  
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(Membership Dues are renewable annually in January)  
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