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MESSAGE FROM MAA PRESIDENT

The month of May is full of
activities for many as schools come to a
close, graduation ceremonies take place,
and our local communities try to jam in
outdoor activities before the weather gets
too hot and people begin their summer
migrations to the beach and other
Members At Large
Travis Ritchie ‘09
vacation spots. After the limitations of
Carl Cunningham ‘91
the last year in pandemic mode, it is good
Marilyn King, ‘70
to see things moving more back to
Mike McNair ‘70
Bruce Miller ‘70
normal.
Saijee Ryals‘70
The MAA has followed this pattern
Jess King, ‘64
Carmen
Kearley
Lucille Badger ‘64
by having a great Hall of Fame ceremony
Marion Stille ‘64
in
the auditorium, installing the 2020
Connie McLean ‘62
recipients. We had a great turnout and as you read the
Monetta Noland ‘60
Barbara Harris ‘60
biographies that follow, you will see why. Murphy has many
Marian Jackson ‘59
graduates who have had a big, positive impact on wherever
they have chosen to call home. Panther Pride is nationwide!
If you check in on our FaceBook page, you may have seen pictures of the drainage work
that should finally put an end to Lake Murphy that forms behind the Language Building on
rainy days. It is great to see this being completed as it has been on the schedule for 6 years!
The bad news is that the new drain line ran through half of our memorial brick walk. We are in
the process of checking our records to identify any broken or missing bricks so we can add
those to our upcoming order. We will then engage a mason to relay the bricks in a new walk.
The lighting was also a casualty of the construction and we hope to install new iron lamp poles
that match those on the front of campus in the coming year.
Thank you for your support of the MAA. We encourage you to nominate people you
think are worthy of inclusion in our Hall of Fame and to get involved in your association. We
look forward to the year ahead and the return of our All-Class Homecoming Reunion and other
activities.
Officers
Carmen Kearley ‘82, President
Jim Younce ‘58, 1st Vice President
Noel Tate, 2nd Vice President
Sonya Sullivan ‘93, Secretary
Theodore Kearley ‘80, Treasurer
Ryan McKee ‘03, Past-President

Sincerely,
Carmen Kearley, president
Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.

Barbara Guinn Cochrane, Class of 1960
While a student at Murphy Barbara participated in athletics early on
and then turned her attention to the performing arts, participating in drama
productions. She was also a member of the marching, concert and
symphonic bands.
Cochrane was a charter member of the Mobile College/Mobile
Infirmary School of Nursing baccalaureate nursing class. She graduated
Summa Cum Laude with a B.S. in Nursing and was recognized by the
faculty for excellence in theoretical and practical nursing. She continued
her education at University of Alabama at Birmingham, earning a Masters
of Public Health and serving on the graduate Alumni Board. Barbara was
selected for membership in nursing honor societies by both her nursing
school and nationally.
Cochrane was certified as a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner in 1980 and
was one of the first three in Mobile and one of the first eight in Alabama.
Barbara Guinn Cochrane
Barbara became certified as an Infection Control Practitioner in 1993. She
was elected to the Certification Board of Infection Control and Epidemiology (CBIC), and served two terms,
including the positions of secretary and marketing director. While a member of CBIC she was appointed as the
primary Pediatric Infection Control consultant for both America and Canada and also served as a consultant
for Infection Control issues on Construction for the same countries. She was a hospital specialist for the
pharmaceutical company Merck Sharp and Dohme and won awards and, also, was administrator of a home
health agency.
Barbara was the first consultant and speaker on Bioterrorism in southern Alabama and has presented
dozens of lectures at conferences and seminars for nursing and medical groups. She has coauthored articles on
Infection Control and hospital Employee Health. She served as an Infection Control consultant to an
international company selling respiratory products and as their keynote speaker for their sales representatives.
She was founder and past board member of the local Physicians and Community Nurses Association.
She has served in elected positions in other organizations: The National Education Committee for the
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners and Associates (NAPNAP), and the education committee
for the Association of Practitioners in Infection Control (APIC). Barbara has been an instructor in the
Continuing Education Program of the University of South Alabama for over 25
years.
Barbara was member of her neighborhood garden club (board member
and president) She was a room mother and member of the Ladies Guild which did
fundraisers for the for her two boys’ grade school, and was a Cub Scout den
mother and served on the board of the local Boy Scout Council. She loves Mardi
Gras and has contributed to its success in Mobile by serving in leadership roles in
numerous mystic organizations and as a docent at the Mobile Carnival Museum
for 12 years.
We are please to add Barbara Cochrane to our Hall of Fame.

George “Bobby” R. Jumonville, Class of 1960
Known as “Bobby” while at Murphy, George was very involved
in school life and activities. He was on the MOHIAN staff, serving as ad
editor and was also inducted into Quill and Scroll. He also participated in
numerous clubs: Ushers Club, Key Club, the Booster Club, and M-Day
Club.
After graduating, Bobby attended Auburn University to study
architecture, and his senior thesis, Mobile-1980, earned him an award and
an article in the Mobile newspaper. The ideas presented in his thesis were
influential in redevelopment plans for downtown Mobile.

George “Bobby” R. Jumonville

As a Lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers upon leaving school,
Bobby was stationed in Thailand where he oversaw designing and
building a road to Laos. After a two-year tour of active duty, he returned
to the US and took a position at Goleman and Rolfe Architects in
Houston, where his project management skills quickly earned him a

partnership in the firm.

In 1978, he formed a real estate and development firm, Development and Project Management
Services, serving as secretary and Vice President before leaving to join Lockwood,Andrews, and Newman’s
Leo A. Daly Architects, also in Houston. Here, Jumonville worked to change the traditional industrial project
culture by establishing architecture the leading discipline in projects as a way to add a focus on aesthetics that
was often lacking in those developments. An important consequence of this change was the voluntary
agreement between Texas architects and engineers that professionals should practice only in their areas of
qualification (engineers wouldn’t design buildings and architects would stay within their fields of expertise as
well). The team approach of architect and engineer has resulted in visually attractive, highly functional
industrial facilities which please owners, workers, occupants, and visitors.
George’s professional memberships include the American Institute of Architects, the Texas AIA
Chapter, Texas Society of Architects, National Council Architectural Registration Board, and he is licensed in
6 states. Upon his retirement in 2011, he received the Leo A. Daly Chairman’s
Award for Outstanding Leadership and Achievement.
In his community, George supports the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston;
and volunteers for the American Heart Association. He has been Chairman on the
board of St. Francis Episcopal Day School. Jumonville was recognized by his
church with the 2017 Distinguished Service Award, has served as building
committee chair, and was a 2020 Capital Campaign member.

We are pleased to induct George “Bobby” Jumonville into our Hall of
Fame.

George J. Waldron, Class of 1960
George states that he was not an outstanding student during
his years at Murphy, but he was active in drama, with performing
roles his junior and senior years; and was a member of a social
Greek society. He loved his time at Murphy and clearly
remembers the long roll of graduates at Ladd Stadium.
After graduating from Murphy, Waldron attended
Huntingdon College and Livingston State University, graduating
from Livingston with a degree in Political Science, and a minor in
psychology. He also did postgraduate study at the University of
South Alabama.

George began working for Delchamps as a bag boy and
worked for there for 30 years, rising through the ranks as
advertising assistant, assistant advertising manager, Vice President
of Advertising, Senior VP of Advertising and Corporate Public
George J. Waldron, III
Relations, and serving briefly as secretary and board member
before the company was sold. His work at Delchamps was
recognized with several awards: Outstanding Contribution to the success of private label design and sales for
the Delchamps Select line of cola soft drinks, and the National Grocers Association Center of Marketing
Excellence in Advertising Award.
Following his retirement, Waldron formed GJW Enterprises, Inc., overseeing 38 Quiznos Sub
franchises for 14 years. After he sold the business, George worked with the Probate Court under Judge Don
Davis until he retired to spend time with his three grandchildren.
Waldron served his community in his corporate capacity and private life, too. Carrying out the
Delchamps philosophy of giving back to the community, George worked with March of Dimes, Arthritis
Foundation, United Way, Delchamps Senior Bowl, Delchamps 10K Charity Run, and American Cancer
Society. He held offices in local and regional advertising groups, meeting with VP George W. Bush. George
received the Employment of People with Disabilities Humanitarian of the Year Award. He was a founding
member of the Old Dauphin Way School and a founding board member of the Ronald McDonald House,
serving on the Board of Directors for 12 years. He was also a member of the Junior Miss/Distinguished
Young Women’s Program Board of Directors for more than 30 years. In his private capacity, Waldron served
14 years on the Dauphin Island Park and Beach Board as member and
chairman and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Dauphin
Island Condo Association.

George has spent his professional and private lives working to
make Mobile a better place. We welcome him into our Hall of Fame.

Patricia Ann Halsell Richardson, Class of 1967
“Energetic, creative, positive, smart, pleasant, adventurous…” Master
seamstress, loves life, loves serving others” These quotes from the
nominator’s essay describe 1967 Murphy graduate, Patricia Ann HalsellRichardson.

Son, Bruce Miller

Patricia Ann Halsell Richardson

Pat grew up in Mobile, an only child of older parents whose religious
views did not approve of Mardi Gras. They did place great value on
education and sent Pat first to Toulminville High School in 1964, one of 3
black students, and later moved her to Murphy High School, where she was
one of six black students. Her experiences were, in her words, “very, very,
very bad.” One place of refuge for her was the home-ec room. Patricia had
been taught to sew by her mother and the home-ec instructors recognized her
abilities and ordered fine fabrics for her clothes making.
After graduating, Patricia went to Bauder Fashion College in Miami
and earned a design degree with the idea of opening her own shop in Mobile,
but the political and social upheaval of the times denied her that. She instead
sewed at home and worked in an insurance office.

Pat became a guest commentator on the live radio broadcasts of the
Mobile Area Mardi Gras Association (MAMGA). When her niece was named a lady of the MAMGA court, Pat had the
opportunity in 1989 to make her first Mardi Gras train. She then began making trains and dresses for royals and court
members of multiple Mardi Gras organizations. She also forged a partnership with a costume designer in Biloxi where
she learned basics about embellishments. It was also around this time that Halsell-Richardson went back to school to
earn her LPN and RN credentials. In 2000, the MAMGA queen selected Patricia to make her regalia. The controversial
train design got her noticed and she decided to “up her game.” She connected with prominent Mobile train-maker Karen
Thornton and learned about hand-sewing beads and crystals, and about the fine fabrics used. She preferred to see and
touch these elements, spurring her to travel around the world, buying for herself and for Thornton. Halsell-Richardson’s
business, Patricia Ann’s Regal Regalia, has made nearly 100 trains; and countless dresses, costumes, and collars for
societies in both Mobile and New Orleans. She has been featured in numerous print publications and in documentaries,
and won an ARTYS Award in 2018.
In addition to the economic contributions of her business, Patricia also donates her talents and time in her
community. She mentors young girls and women in sewing, as well as leading Adult PROM (People Recreating Old
Memories) for local nursing home residents who missed their high school proms. She also works with LeFlore High
School and Chestang-Fournier K-8 teaching grooming and etiquette classes, helps in the Read-a-Thon at Gilliard
Elementary, works with Bring One,Teach One (supports
women who are experiencing difficulties), and serves
meals to homeless at the Wings of Life. She donates
sewing machines and makes outfits for Women on a
Mission, sending clothes go to Africa. These community
activities make it obvious that success has not made Pat
forget her origins or the struggles she faced to achieve her
current status.
The Murphy Alumni Association is .proud to
induct Patricia Ann Halsell-Richardson into our Hall of
Fame.

Marcia Emily Gray Weinacker, Class of 1945
deceased
Throughout her lifetime, Marcia Emily Gray Weinacker was known
as an accomplished athlete, a champion of education, a strong business
woman, and demonstrated a love for family and faith that represented
Murphy well. Marcia was active throughout her years at Murphy; she
belonged to the Freshman Club, Knitting Club, Modern Dance Club, and
Pysch. Club. She topped all these off with work on both the Hi Times and
the Mohian. After graduation, she went on the University of Alabama,
earning her bachelor’s degree in 1949.

Sue Weinacker Gunn’79

She married Robert Weinacker in 1952 and played on and coached
the Weinacker’s successful Southern Rebels women’s basketball team.
Marcia was the first female coach of a boys’ CYO basketball team.
Weinacker was also an accomplished tennis player, winning multiple state
titles in singles, women’s doubles , and mixed doubles. She was nationally
ranked in singles play and participated in tournaments in the United States
and Europe. Her last state title was won in 2000 when she was 72 years old!
She has been inducted into the Greater Mobile and Alabama Tennis Halls of
Fame. Her love of tennis inspired her to teach her own and other children
citywide to play and even provided racquets to those who needed them.

In 1969, Weinacker earned a degree in Early Childhood Education from the University of South Alabama and
went on to establish the first of three Montessori schools in Mobile. She also spent seven years training teachers for the
Head Start Program.

After her husband Robert’s death in 1982, Marcia added running his business to her list of activities. She
oversaw the acquisition of land and building of the Weinacker’s Shopping Center on Government St. All these activities
were intertwined with the raising of the couple’s nine children.
Her contributions to her community in addition to sports and education took the channels of service through her
membership in the Mobile Junior League, where she eventually served as president; and her active membership in her
church. She also gladdened the spirits of many Mobilians in her five decades of parading with her mystic society.
I don’t think it could be said better than through the concluding paragraph of her nomination essay:
“Since its founding in 1926, Murphy has emphasized the importance of a well-rounded educational experience in mind,
body, and spirit.
Marcia Weinacker’s accomplishments and
dedication in athletics, education, and business, as well as her
devotion to her family and faith have earned her a position in
Murphy Alumni Association’s Hall of Fame. Her life is one that
demonstrates the mark of a true leader, that is one who serves by
serving others.

Marcia Gray Weinacker award will be accepted by her
daughter, Sue Weinacker Gunn, MHS Class of 1979.

Jack Vidmer Greer, Class of 1944
Jack made the most of his time at Murphy, participating in multiple
activities and clubs. He belonged to the Murphy Hi-Y, Movie and Radio
Club, and M-Club; played basketball, and served on the Advanced Council
and as basketball and football manager. After graduating, he continued his
education at the University of Alabama. He also served as 2nd Lieutenant
in the United Sates Army until his honorable discharge in 1948.
Starting work in the family business, Autry Greer and Sons, Jack
began at the bottom bagging groceries and stocking shelves and working
his way up the store business and the corporate ladder. In the 1980s, he
reached the position of president and CEO. He retired in the early 2000s to
make room for the next generations of family.

His 60+ years in business and service were nationally recognized in
2016 when Jack Greer was chosen for the NGA Spirit of America Award
and for the Lou Fox Community Service Award. The NGA award was
established in 1982 and honors “key industry and community figures who have provided leadership in areas
of community service and government relations on behalf of a free and independent food distribution
system” and recognizes the dedication and service to the independent supermarket industry. Other recipients
include former Presidents George H.W. Bush and Gerald Ford. The Lou Fox Award was established in 2002
and honors the philanthropy and spirit of community service exhibited by Lou Fox, former President and
CEO of Associated Wholesale Grocers.
Jack served as president of the Mobile Association for the Blind, the Mobile Exploreum, and the
Downtown Rotary Club. A 20-year Board member of the Mobile Rotary Foundation Board, Greer oversaw
“principal investments and disbursements.” He also served on the National America’s Junior Miss Program
& Foundation. Jack Greer took an active role in historic preservation, moving the 1859 Toulminville School
building to a new piece of land, restoring it, and setting it up as a museum. St. Michael’s Catholic Church
has also been relocated and now serves as the Greer Family Chapel developed to provide educational
opportunities and field trips for local school children and church groups, as well as a camp site for local
scouts. The school house project was recognized by the National Society of Colonial Dames for its
“meticulous restoration.” Greer is a founding member of what is now known as Mobile Baykeepers, a group
regularly on the forefront of any battle regarding the heath and cleanliness of our local waterways. “Mobile
Baykeeper formed in 1997 as West Bay Watch when a
group of concerned citizens joined forces to fight the
construction of a chemical facility at the Theodore
Industrial Park.” Although ADEM allowed the plant,
the organization has continued to grow and fight for
clean water, expanding its focus to include quality of
life issues such as litter problems, sewage spill impacts,
and oyster reef restoration.
Accepting Jack” s award to day is his wife of 70
years, Janice Greer, MHS Class of 1946.
Janice Greer ‘46

Michael S. (Mike) McNair, Class of 1970
Lifetime Service Award
The Lifetime Service award is a special award given to a person
who has actively worked for the welfare of Murphy High School for many
years after graduating. There are few who have earned this honor, and Mike
certainly deserves to be on that list. His service to Murphy is not an
anomaly but that service is a big part of Mike’s life.
Mike’s activities while at Murphy foreshadowed his future interest.
He was a member of the band, and a member of the Spanish, Science, and
Future Doctor’s clubs. He also served a section representative to the Red
Cross and Student Government Association. Mike did well in his classes,
too, earning membership in the National Honor Society.
Mike continued his education at the University of South Alabama,
earning a B.S. in Finance and then enrolled in the University of Alabama
Michael S. McNair ‘70
Law School. He graduated in January of 1978 and his success in his
classes was recognized with a Hugo L. Black Scholar Award and an
American Jurisprudence Award for Excellence. He was also named to the Outstanding Young Men of
America in 1978. He followed his high school pattern in belonging to numerous law school organizations, and
he played inter-mural softball, too.
Mike began his law career as Police Legal Advisor, Mobile Police Department and started his own
practice in 1980. He studied for and earned his LLM, Master of Laws (in Taxation) in August, 1983. He was
Part Time Police Attorney for the City of Mobile, 1986-1990 and returned to Private Practice in 1990. His
professional membership and associations are many, and he also served on several committees for the Mobile
and Alabama State Bars.
McNair set about bettering his community by being a very active member of the Exchange Club:
member, director, and president of the local club; and holding memberships as well as various chair and officer
positions at the state, district and national levels. He is a past member of the Port City Jaycees, past member of
the Board of Directors for Ballet Mobile, Inc., past leader in Cub Scouts and Boys Scouts; and is an active
member of Springhill Baptist Church and choir and the Mobile Pops Band (section leader and 2x past
president!).
His service to Murphy began when Mike sent his children to Murphy and got involved in the band
boosters, holding the offices of 2nd VP, 1st VP, and President. When he was serving in this group, he also got
involved with some other graduates and Murphy teachers and together, in 1995, they formed the Murphy
Alumni Association. Mike has served the MAA in every capacity with the exception of secretary, holding
some offices more than once! He has been active in recruiting members and in creating our Hall of Fame. The
MAA provides for Murphy the Alumni Directory, tree care, campus
beautification, the Carlen House project, and financial support of various
school activities. These activities are due to Mike’s vision for and care of
this organization. He handles our legal matters and makes sure we are
true to our bylaws.
The board feels that Mike’s 26 years of continued loyalty and
support have earned him the recognition of the Lifetime Service Award.

Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.

Membership Application/Renewal/Gift
(Membership Dues are renewable annually in January)

Name______________________________________________________Class of ____________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________State__________________Zip____________________
Phone_______________________________ Email______________________________________________
_____CURRENT YEAR GRADUATE Receives Newsletter, FREE
_____PANTHER LEVEL Receives Newsletter & Alumni Certificate, $25 INDIVIDUAL or $35 COUPLE
_____BLUE LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, & Alumni Lapel Pin, $50 INDIVIDUAL
_____GOLD LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, & Alumni Paperweight, $100 INDIVIDUAL
_____TOWER LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, Paperweight, & One Memorial Brick,
$250 INDIVIDUAL
_____I wish to order: MEMORIAL BRICK. $50 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)
_____I wish to order: RESTORATION PLAQUE. $100 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)
_____I wish to order: TREE FUND PLAQUE. $100 Acorn Level, $500 Sapling Level, $1000 Mighty Oak Level
_____I wish to send a GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE.
(I will notify the alumni or friend my gift has been donated. I understand
the Alumni Association will not notify the person of my gift.)

For more information contact Marion Stille, 251-665-0509.

Forms for bricks, restoration, and tree fund will be sent to the above address.
Return to: MURPHY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, P. O. BOX 66158, MOBILE, AL 36660

Return Service Requested
P.O. Box 66158
Mobile, AL 36660
murphyalumni.org
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