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2022 MAA HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

L-R: Joy Branch, Margaret Hudson, Brig. Gen. Inge Waddle 

  

 The Murphy Alumni Association Hall of Fame celebrated its 

20th year at the Lois Jean Delaney Auditorium on May 1, 2022. The 

above three inductees are featured in this publication. These alums are 

recognized for their accomplishments and contributions to the community, state, 

or nation and bring great honor to Murphy High School.  

 Inductees are nominated by classmates and 

selected by the Murphy Alumni Association. To 

nominate someone, go to the web site, 

murphyalumni.org, to download the application. 

Mail or e-mail the form to the address on the web 

site. 

 Ansley Fesperman, 2021-22 Azalea Trail 

Maid welcomed guests and inductees. 

 Carmen Kearley, past MAA president, was 

presented the President's Plaque for her outstanding 

service to the Murphy Alumni Association. 

     

 

Murphy Alumni Association 
Executive Committee 

 
Officers 

Carmen Kearley ‘82, President 
Noel Tate, 1st Vice President 

Sonya Sullivan ‘93, Secretary 
Theodore Kearley ‘80, Treasurer 
Ryan McKee ‘03, Past-President 

 
Members At Large 
Travis Ritchie ‘09 

Carl Cunningham ‘91 
Mike McNair ‘70 
Bruce Miller ‘70 
Marilyn King ‘70 
Saijee Ryals ‘70 
Jesse King ‘64 

Lucille Badger ‘64 
Marion Stille ‘64 

Connie McLean ‘62 
Monetta Noland ‘60 
Barbara Harris ‘60 
Marian Jackson ‘59 

Jim Younce ‘58 
 



Brig. Gen. H. Inge Waddle, 1961 

Margaret Simmons Hudson, 1960 

 Inge Waddle played football while at Murphy and participated in 
several clubs. He was selected to represent Murphy High School on Mobile’s 
All-City Football team in 1960. 
 After graduating in 1961 he attended Auburn University and was a 
member of the Sigma Chi fraternity. His involvement in his fraternity 
continued long after his college days.  He was president of the House 
Corporation for Sigma Chi at Auburn University. The House Corporation 
manages ownership of the fraternity house and oversees maintenance and 
repair. He is also a Life Loyal member and was selected for the Significant Sig 
Award in 2018. 
 He joined the Army, serving 3.5 years in active service in Vietnam and 
29.5 years in the Army Reserves, reaching the rank of Brigadier General.  He 
served as Company Commander for an Engineering Battalion while in 

Vietnam. He led the company in an overnight replacement of a destroyed bridge, 
earning a Bronze Star. His final assignment was as Deputy Commanding General 
of the 81st Army Reserve Command over all Army Reserve units in the states of 
Georgia and Florida. Other awards and decorations he earned include the Legion 
of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with 2 oak clusters, and Army Achievement 
medal. He is a member of the Society of American Military Engineers, the Army 
Historical Foundation, the National World War II Museum, a founding sponsor of 
the National Museum of the United States Army. 
 Inge had a 33-year career with Bellsouth/AT&T, retiring as Assistant Vice 
President for Corporate Real Estate and Services, supervising, and managing an 
organization responsible for Bellsouth’s facilities and real estate operations for 
nine Southeast states. 
 Waddle was also very active in various areas of his community.  He was on 
the Advisory Board for the University of Alabama School of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, serving as President for 10 years.  For 12 years he 
managed the soup kitchen at Birmingham’s Grace Episcopal Church. He is a 
member of the Sunrise Rotary Club.  At St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church, he 
is a lector and lay Eucharistic minister, president of the Human Concerns 
Committee, Coordinator foe the Green County Guadalupe Mission, and a fourth 
degree Knight in the Knights of Columbus. He is also a board member for Holy 
Family Cristo Rey High School, a network of Catholic educational institutions that 
focus on bettering the lives of low-income inner-city populations. 
 Harry Inge Waddle’s career success, dedication to his fraternity, and service in his community certainly 
make him worthy of inclusion in Murphy’s Hall of Fame. 

 Margaret was very involved in athletics while at Murphy: she played 
the position of pitcher in softball for two years, was the only female member 
of the golf club, and was also a member of the swimming club.  
 After graduating Murphy, she pursued a number of careers.  Hudson 
attended Alamance Community College in Graham, North Carolina, where 
she earned credentials as a certified senior activity director.  She served in 
this capacity as well as assistant manager at The Oaks Assisted Living in 
Burlington, NC.  Her activity program was recognized by the state of North 
Carolina.   
 Margaret’s greatest passion and talent, however, is cooking. Her most 
current business venture is her food business, Southern Food Distributors, 
which produces Olde South Gumbo Base.  While developing this venture, 



   Margaret held four other jobs to support it: hair dressing in beauty salons 
and for funeral homes, security at Steelwood Country Club, and payroll accountant.   
After 15 years, the gumbo base is now her main focus.  Gumbo made with Margaret’s 
product has placed first four times in the Taste of Mobile People’s Choice category. She 
has won multiple firsts in gumbo contests around the Gulf Coast. This past fall, her 
gumbo won a golden ticket to a national seafood cooking contest that will take place 
October 2022 in Dallas, TX.  Many local restaurants use her gumbo base as does the 
Mobile County School System.  One distributor carrying her product has reported that 
the base is now being sold in much of the Southeast: Alabama Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Georgia, Florida, and Texas. She has appeared on numerous local cooking programs.  
 Much of her community service involves cooking and donations of her product.  
She has donated to help victims of Hurricane Michael that destroyed Mexico Beach in 
Florida, and victims of Hurricane Katrina in Daphne, and to support the Baldwin County 
SPCA.  She assisted in coordination with Joe Savage and the University of Mobile with 
raising funds and gathering other resources for a group of Ukrainian children.  She is a 
member of Daphne Baptist Church and for many years cooked for 150 people attending 

prayer meetings every Wednesday night. She also sang in the choir and taught Sunday school. 
 Margaret’s success in her multiple business and professional paths, along with her generous support 
of various causes, qualifies her for induction into our Hall of Fame. 

Bobby J. Branch, 1961 

 While at Murphy, Bobby served on the Student Government Association as 
a committee member. He also belonged to several clubs in addition to playing 
football, where he served as team captain. He was selected for the All-City and the 
All-State football teams. 
 Bob attended Auburn University on a football scholarship and a was a 
member of Sigma Chi fraternity. After graduating, he had a long career in the 
insurance business as a partner in the Branch, Bell, Zogby Insurance Agency. He 
was a Chartered Life Insurance Underwriter, served as CLU Chapter president, and 
was a lifetime member of the Million Dollar Roundtable. 
 Bob remained active in his fraternity for 50+ years.  
He was a Advisor for the University of South Alabama 

chapter for 20 years, chaired the capital campaign for building a new chapter house at 
USA; served as chairman of the House Corporation, overseeing repairs and 
maintenance; and was a Life Loyal Sig. He was recognized by the Sigma Chi National 
Fraternity for his service. 
 Branch continued his service activities in other areas of his community.  He 
coached Little League baseball for 10 years.  At St. Luke’s Episcopal Church he served 
as vestry and school board member, treasurer of St. Luke’s Episcopal School, and 
chairman of the capital campaign to construct a gymnasium for the church. As a 
member of Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, Bob was chairman of the Endowment 
Committee and founder of Holy Hammers, a group of men doing home repairs for to 
those in need. 
 Bob’s nominator stressed his willingness to take on difficult tasks and his 
ability to maintain a constant good attitude and high expectations for the groups he led.  
These qualities, along with his successes in his career and areas of service, have earned 
him a place in our Hall of Fame. 
 Accepting his award is his widow, Joy Branch, former counselor at Murphy. 

CALENDAR 
 Class of 1991 will celebrate their delayed 30th Reunion due to Covid, June 24-25, 2022 at Crown 
Hall, Dauphin St., Contact: Carl Cunningham, 251-767-4940 

 Class of 1971 is planning a 50 + 1 Class reunion December 2-4, 2022. Contact: Ryan McKee, 
ryan.mckee@precision-eng.com  

mailto:ryan.mckee@precision-eng.com


Name______________________________________________________Class of ____________________  
Address____________________________________________Email_______________________________  
City______________________________________State__________________Zip____________________  
Home Phone___________________Work Phone__________________Cell Phone___________________  
_____CURRENT YEAR GRADUATE Receives Newsletter, FREE  
_____PANTHER LEVEL Receives Newsletter & Alumni Certificate, $25 INDIVIDUAL or $35 COUPLE  
_____BLUE LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, & Alumni Lapel Pin, $50 INDIVIDUAL  
_____GOLD LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, & Alumni Paperweight, $100 INDIVIDUAL  
_____TOWER LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, Paperweight, & One Memorial Brick,  
                                         $250 INDIVIDUAL  
_____I wish to order: MEMORIAL BRICK. $50 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: RESTORATION PLAQUE. $100 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: TREE FUND PLAQUE. $100 Acorn Level, $500 Sapling Level, $1000 Mighty Oak Level  

_____I wish to send a GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE.  
(I will notify the alumni or friend my gift has been donated. I understand  

the Alumni Association will not notify the person of my gift.)  
For more information contact Marion Stille, 251-665-0509.  

Forms for bricks, restoration, and tree fund will be sent to the above address.  
Return to: MURPHY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, P. O. BOX 66158, MOBILE, AL 36660  

Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.  
Membership Application/Renewal/Gift  

(Membership Dues are renewable annually in January)  
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