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MESSAGE FROM MAA PRESIDENT 

 The 16th Annual Murphy Hall of Fame 

induction on April 23, 2017, 3:00 pm in the 

Lois Jean Delaney Auditorium.  I want to 

express my thanks to the committee who 

worked tirelessly to make it  an outstanding 

success. The attendees were entertained by the 

MHS Four Arts Club, directed by  Mrs. 

Katherine Miller. ‘63. Mrs. Miller also managed 

the lights and sound. Odessa Hatfield , ’63  

provided the pre and post musical entertainment 

in the lobby area.  It was great to have the event in the 

auditorium again.  The facility is marvelous after the renovation 

following the tornado damage in 2012.  Professional stage 

lighting and sound equipment managed by Katherine Miller 

made the event much more entertaining. 
  

 The Murphy Hall of Fame is a time to honor our 

distinguished alums. If you would like to nominate someone 

from your class who has had an outstanding career, performed 

significant community service, or may have made a 

profound impact on the lives of others through their talents 

and achievements, you may download instructions and an 

application from the web site, murphyalumni.org.  
 

 Our next project is to complete the interior 

renovation of the Carlen House. The MAA will also  be at 

Murphy  for the arrival of the new students in August.  

Look for board members at the entrance gate on the west 

side of Ladd Stadium at every home football game.  We 

will be selling T-Shirts, ball caps, seat cushions, shakers, 

and beautiful coffee cups.  Once again I want to thank all 

who worked so hard to make the Hall of Fame Event a 

resounding success.  Go Panthers! 
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 Bennett Wayne Dean, Sr. is generally recognized as the eminent authority on 

Mobile’s pre-Lenten Carnival. He has authored a number of books on the subject: A 

Mobile Mardi Gras Handbook, Mardi Gras: Mobile’s illogical whoop-de-doo, several 

on individual parading societies, as well as Silver Marquis: Marquis de Lafayette 

Societie—The First 25 Years. Another, tentatively entitled Raising Cain for 50-Plus 

Years is currently in progress for a 2017 publication. He is presently co-authoring a 

book on Carnival that is currently being reviewed for publication. He is a member of 

the History Museum of Mobile Board, where he heads its Marketing/PR Committee 

and serves on the Executive Committee. He has been honored to have served as 

Narrator for the Marquis de Lafayette Society since 2011. He is S.A.G., Screen Actors 

Guild, eligible actor who has appeared in 30 plus motion pictures. 

 Wayne’s dedication to his work and interests is reflected in the honors earned 

from every involvement spanning 40 plus years. He won the state of Alabama Senior Bowling Championship when 

a senior at Murphy High School, he was honored with International Association of Personnel in Employment 

Security Award of Merit and the organization’s highest award for his work in public relations with its youth 

program and  his work with veterans, senior citizens and the handicapped. Later he was voted into their Alabama 

Chapter Hall of Fame and received a special Life Saver Award for saving the life of a co-worker. He was awarded 

multiple top honors by the Alabama Hospital Public Relations and Marketing Society. He received, while serving 

as a full time pastor, the highest recognition of the Alabama-West Florida Conference of the United Methodist 

Church. Wayne and his wife Doris, oversee the independent Lord of the Dance Ministries in Mobile. He was 

named the Outstanding Mobile Jaycee Officer, and awarded the highest honor for his Mardi Gras involvement, the 

Alfred L. Staples Fleur de Lis. 

 Perhaps his biggest achievement in the eyes of Mobilians is his involvement with the annual Joe Cain 

procession. He marched in the very first “reburial” event in 1967, while home from college, and later became 

deeply involved in the event. An officer of the Joe Cain Marching Society went so far as to say, “Those who know 

Dean say he is the reason that Mobile came to revere Cain... He has done all the behind the scenes work with 

everybody.” (Mobile Press Register, 2010). Steve Joynt’s website, Mobile Mask, said “under his direction, the 

procession has become one of, if not the most popular events of Carnival in Mobile.” 

 He has personified the legendary Chickasaw Indian Chief Slacabamorinico since 1985, leading the annual 

Joe Cain procession “people’s” parade, and is called Mobile’s ambassador by the current mayor. In his role as the 

Chief, he was chosen as Best Mobilian Ever for the years 2012-2015 by readers of The Lagniappe. He is regularly 

asked to appear at local, state, and national conventions. He is one of the “faces” of Visit Mobile’s rebranding of 

the city, and an official ambassador to the city for tourism.  Because of that work his likeness as Chief 

Slacabamorinico was included in the new Mardi Gras park. He has also used the character to do public service 

commercials on drunk driving and has visited local schools to educate the children of the city on Mardi Gras 

history. There is truly no one that loves this city and its historic Mardi Gras more than Wayne. This is why he is so 

proud of being a graduate of Murphy High School. 

Bennett Wayne Dean, Class of 1961 



 

 While at Murphy Vickie Powers Matranga was a cheerleader for all 

three years, head cheerleader for two, sang in special chorus all three years, 

performed in school musical productions; as well as city musical productions 

and made her professional debut in her sophomore year. She was a Key Club 

Calendar Girl, Senior Favorite and First Lady in the Azalea Trail Court plus a 

member of the French Club, Booster Club, and the Four Arts Club. One must 

wonder when she went to class? 

 

 In 1964 she won the Miss Alabama crown and competed in the Miss 

America pageant. She made it through to semi-finalist and won the talent 

division. That achievement was just the beginning –soon she was performing 

on Broadway with such famous stars as Vincent Price, Robert Goulet, Gower 

Champion, and Betty Grable. She also appeared at The Metropolitan Opera. 

 

 Vickie has been an avid golfer for most of her life. She was champion 

of the Ladies Golf Tournament at the Country Club of Mobile and served as the president for three terms. She 

is also founder of the Southern Belle Classic. She won her flight in the Glenlakes Championship Golf 

Tournament and is slated to be president of the Glenlakes Ladies Golf Association for 2017. 

 

 Vickie teaches pageant preparation and has been a judge for the Miss Alabama pageant. She was asked 

to judge the fine arts portion of the Gulf Shores Shrimp Festival for 2016 and 2017. She continues teaching 

voice and piano and her teachings have enriched the arts community as two of her students played leads in 

productions by the Baldwin County Playhouse. 

 

 She sings in local churches and is sought after as a singer for special events. Vickie has sung The Star 

Spangled Banner for two republican dinners, in 2014, with Sara Palin and in 2015, with Lt. Col. Allen West. 

She has also done volunteer work for the Mobile Opera Guild and is a past president of Ballet Bienville. 

 

  Vickie currently lives in Gulf Shores and is very involved with the committee to incorporate Fort 

Morgan, in an effort to preserve the pristine peninsula environment. Due in large part to Vickie’s long time 

energy and endeavors on the committee to incorporate Fort Morgan, the State of Alabama has recently 

purchased acreage west of The Beach Club, known as Gulf Highlands which was given to the Fish and 

Wildlife Service to protect, preserve, and prevent commercialism of the valuable, sanctuary. 

 

 Vickie is an outstanding and productive Murphy graduate that we can all be proud to call one of our 

own.  

 

Vickie Powers Matranga, Class of 1963 



  

 Jocko Potts is a combination of two abilities that people rarely think of 

together, athlete and publisher. 

 

 The athletic part showed itself in football, baseball, and basketball 

here at Murphy.  He participated in football and baseball from grade 10-12 

and basketball 11-12.  He excelled at baseball and football, but is best 

remembered at Murphy for leading undefeated Murphy to a 14-6 victory over 

an unbeaten Vigor team led by Scott Hunter in 1965. It was the largest crowd 

to see a high school game at Ladd Stadium (30,101 fans).  He attended 

Mississippi State on a football scholarship. He played baseball there as well 

and gave up football after his first year to focus solely on baseball.  He made 

the All-SEC team and was drafted by the Mets. Jocko was unable to pursue 

his professional career as he returned home to take care of his family after the 

sudden death of his father. 

 

 Jocko then turned his drive to the publishing business. He started a little newspaper called The Azalea 

City News, and it was well-received. He sold the paper and created PMT Publishing around 1985. The first 

publication was a political newsletter Inside Alabama Politics, a “must-read” for those interested in Alabama 

politics.  The next year he started a statewide business publication, Business Alabama Magazine.  In the late 

1980s, PMT acquired Mobile Bay Monthly and then started Birmingham Home and Garden.  Mobile Bay 

Monthly has been invaluable to the city of Mobile and includes the listing of events around the area, and 

articles highlighting varying aspects of Mobile and its surrounding communities which keep citizens informed 

and entertained. He also has turned the publication’s spotlight on Murphy several times, publishing features on 

Murphy’s past and also its present programs. 

 

 His relationship with Mobile and Murphy has not been all business. He has served the community 

through his participation in several organizations: Rotary Club of Mobile, Senior Bowl Committee, Dauphin 

Island Sea Lab Board, Gulf Quest Museum Board, and the Mobile Chamber Advisory Board.  He has also 

served Murphy through his participation in the Edith Murphy Foundation board, which provides the necessary 

financial support to the International Baccalaureate program by paying for membership fees and teacher 

training, as well as providing financial rewards for students who participate 

in and complete the rigorous curriculum. 

 

 Murphy High School is proud to claim T.J. “Jocko” Potts as its own. 

 

 

Tommie Jack “Jocko” Potts, Class of 1966 



 Phil Savage probably has the greatest name recognition of any 

Murphy graduate in recent history, both locally and nationally. 

 

 Phil was very active during his years at Murphy. He belonged to 

the Key Club and the Ushers Club (vice-president), and was involved in 

Panther Spirit Night and the MOHIAN. He played both baseball and 

football, playing the quarterback position his junior and senior years.  He 

was recognized with a United States Baseball Award his senior year and 

upon graduating, attended The University of the South, Sewanee, 

Tennessee, on scholarship. He continued to play baseball and football 

there. He graduated with a degree in English and chose to continue his 

education at the University of Alabama, where he earned a Masters 

Degree in physical education. 

 

 While at Alabama, Phil joined football coach Bill Curry’s staff in 1987 as a graduate assistant.  

He moved up to coach the tight end position for 2 years and then moved to work under offensive 

coordinator Homer Smith.  Phil moved into the professional arena in 1996 working for the Cleveland 

Browns’ Bill Belichick and his defensive coordinator, Nick Saban. He continued to work in 

professional football  as scout, personnel director, scouting director, senior vice-president and general 

manager, director of player personnel, and player personal consultant until 2008.  In 2009, he joined 

the Crimson Tide Sports Network as color commentator for Alabama football radio coverage, 

working with announcer Eli Gold, a position he still holds. He also works as sports commentator on 

WNSP, the local sports radio station, and on ESPN and Sirius XM satellite radio. 

 

 His local claim to fame is his appointment as executive director for the Reese’s Senior Bowl in 

May 2012. The Senior Bowl is an event that garners much national attention and is very important to 

Mobile’s tourism economy. 

 

 Despite all these “hats,” he still has time to work with his brother to organize local football 

camps for kids and to be involved in the local L’Arche chapter. 

 

 Phil has been inducted into the Mobile Sports Hall of Fame (2010), Sewanee’s Sports Hall of 

Fame (2016), and now we are proud to include him in the MAA Hall of Fame. 

 

 

Phillip “Phil” C. Savage, Jr., Class of 1983 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senior_Bowl


 

Walter Barnes Tatum, Class of 1956 

 Barnes Tatum made the most of his years here at Murphy.  He 

began playing football and baseball, but suffered a head injury in 

football that caused permanent injury to his left arm, hand, and leg.  His 

injury did not impair his desire to lead and contribute to Murphy, as he 

remained active in many clubs: Key Club, M Club, Spanish Club, 

Ushers’ Club, and the Forensics Team.  He served as a locker monitor 

and also in the Student Government, being elected as treasurer for the 

senior class.  Barnes was also selected for membership in the National 

Honor Society. 
 

 After leaving Murphy, he earned his BA at Birmingham-Southern 

College, and continued his education at Duke University, earning his BD 

and Ph.D. in 1966. He used these degrees to pursue a university teaching 

career beginning at Huntingdon College in Montgomery (1966-73) and 

then moved to Greensboro College where he served as professor of 

primarily Biblical Studies and Hellenistic Greek (1973-), Dean (1983-87), interim president(1984), 

Director of the Honors Program(1987-1992), Department Chair(2000-2004). He was honored with 

multiple faculty awards and with a named professorship, and the Jefferson-Pilot Professor of Religion 

and Philosophy Professor in 1991 and retained the title after retirement as Emeritus status. He later 

added an MLS (1991, University of North Carolina at Greensboro) to his collection of degrees. 
 

  He was the author of multiple works on Jesus that are used as texts in many religious studies 

programs. Considered a global expert on the portrayal of Jesus in movies, Barnes participated in 

international religious conferences and worked as commentator for American Movie Classics, the 

History Channel, E-O Television (Netherlands), the BBC, and Public Radio; and as a consultant to 

Franco Zeferelli’s and Mel Gibson’s films about Jesus.  He belonged to and held offices in multiple 

professional organizations and served the communities in which he lived through his church, and 

through other activities, most notably race relations during the period of integration by serving on the 

Greensboro City Council to oversee the integration process, and by leading colloquiums and 

conferences for black and white civic leaders in Montgomery, work that was recognized by the United 

African American Society. He also got involved in his children’s schools (PTA president), and was an 

adult officer in his local YMCA’s Indian Guides and Princesses youth program. 
 

 We are proud to include this internationally respected Biblical 

scholar to our Hall of Fame. 

 

Linda Tatum, wife of Barnes 



 

Desmond B. Toler, Class of 1959 

 Desmond B. Toler was a participant, leader and servant 

throughout his life.  These characteristics showed during his time at 

Murphy.  He played JV football, ran track, was a member of the Spike 

Shoe Club, and kept score for basketball.  He served on the M-Day 

Committee and belonged to the French and the Camera Clubs. 

Desmond was also a journalist, working as sports editor on the 

MOHIAN and also writing for the Hi-Times, earning membership in 

Quill and Scroll and the journalism honor society. His scholarship and 

obvious character and leadership qualities earned him the honor of 

membership in the National Honor Society. 
 

 After graduating from Murphy, he attended Louisiana State 

University for his BA, and then continued his education at the 

University of Alabama Law School.  He felt called to religious life and 

enrolled in New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, earning a 

Master’s Degree.  He put both of these advanced degrees to use, 

practicing law and serving on the staff of several local churches. His combination of studies allowed 

him to represent and assist local churches that faced legal problems.  Desmond was a member of the 

Alabama and Mobile Bar Associations, and also served as a Municipal Court Judge. 
 

 What he saw in court as a lawyer and a judge inspired his actions in his community. Many of 

those in court were there due to drug problems, so Desmond was inspired to create a path to 

rehabilitation for those hooked on illegal drugs. The Manna House Drug Rehabilitation Center, Inc., 

and Helpline, Inc., grew from this need.  Working with others, they secured a residential facility for 

Manna House, hired staff and began hands-on work with young drug addicts.  Helpline grew from the 

general assistance needs of the community.  Anyone can call the Helpline and be directed by its 

volunteers to local and regional agencies that can help the anonymous caller with his particular 

problem. This service has evolved with modern communication but still exists today. 
 

 While he made his living in the legal world, his faith was his center, followed closely by 

family.  He served as Chairman of Deacons at two local churches and served on the Benevolence 

committee at Cottage Hill Baptist church up until his death, serving the needs of our community’s 

down and out. 
 

 Desmond Toler was a good and faithful servant who had a strong positive impact on the lives 

of those in need, and we are proud to claim him as a Murphy Panther. 

Betty Toler, wife of Desmond 



 

Maryln Schwartz, Class of 1959 

 It seems that Maryln Schwartz knew during high school what career 

she wanted to pursue. She wrote for the school’s paper, The Hi-Times, and 

earned a place in Quill and Scroll, the journalism honor society, her junior 

year.   She was also a member of the French Club, the Psych Club, the 

Boosters, and the M-Day Committee and worked as an office assistant.  She 

earned admission to the National Honor Society her senior year and also 

served as secretary in Quill and Scroll. Maryln was also part of the Mobile 

Press Register while at Murphy, serving as a teen editor and writing a regular 

column. 
 

 She attended the University of Georgia in 1963, and returned to Mobile 

after graduating to work for the Mobile Press Register as a reporter until 1966. 

She then moved to Dallas to be a city desk reporter at the Dallas Morning 

News.  She worked her way into being a feature writer, covering major stories.  

In 1980, she became a special columnist, writing three columns a week, which 

she continued to do through 2002.  These columns often examined Dallas life 

and society, especially its excesses and women, with love and humor. She 

stated, “When I am writing my newspaper column, I look for the small details 

that give the readers a clear view of the big picture.”  She believed that a personal touch made the columns 

features, not just news.  This view contributed to her column becoming syndicated and her work has appeared 

in more than two hundred newspapers.  A fellow columnist and friend, Molly Ivins, praised her sense of humor 

and her ability for finding “odd corners of American culture.”  One of those resulted in her book, A Southern 

Belle Primer: Why Princess Margaret will never be a Kappa Kappa Gamma, published in 1991 and reissued 

in 2006 with Paris Hilton replacing Princess Margaret in the title. The book’s success led to her appearing on 

television with Oprah Winfrey, Joan Rivers, and Larry King. A second book was published in 1993: New 

Times in the Old South: Why Scarlett’s in Therapy and Tara’s Going Condo. 
 

 Ms. Schwartz received numerous honors during her career at The News. She won the Sweepstakes 

Award for excellence in reporting in 1976 from the Texas Associated Press Managing Editors Association. 

Marlyn also is a past winner of the William H. Seay Award, the highest employee honor of the Dallas News’ 

parent company, Belo, recognizing the fundamental values of the institution. 
 

 She supported the Dallas Arts community, serving on the fundraiser committee for the Dallas Museum 

of Art. She was a member of Friends of the Dallas Public Library and supported the non-profit film production 

company Media Projects.  
 

 Ill health (diabetes, thyroid, and cancer) led to her leaving the Dallas 

paper in 2002.  She continued to battle her diseases until her death in 2011. 
 

 We are proud to include this “Southern girl with Chutzpah” –her own 

words- in our Hall of Fame. 

 

Joy M. Grodnick, 

accepting for Maryln Schwartz 



2017 HOF Inductees: Bennett Wayne Dean, Jocko Potts, Phil Savage, Jr., Vickie Powers 

Matranga, Linda Tatum, Betty Toler, & Joy Grodnick 

Dean Family Potts Family 

Savage Family 

Toler Family 

Powers Matranga Friends & Family 
Rob & Linda Tatum Joy M. Grodnick 



 

Hall of Fame Induction at the Lois Jean Delaney Auditorium 

Murphy Choral Arts Entertainers 
Phil Savage & Family 

Rob Tatum, Lynn Robinson, Linda Tatum Vickie Powers & Odessa Hatfield 

Bettie Betancourt 

Carolyn Hogan, Pattie Vickery, Linda Strong 

Betty Toler & sisters 
Glenda Contos, Georgia Wilson,  

Mary Cicchine 

Phil Savage Jr. & Sr. with grand-daughter Carmen Kearley, Monetta 

Noland, Barbara Harris 

Connie McLean, Lucille 

Badger, Marian Jackson 



WELCOMING MURPHY’S NEW FOOTBALL COACH 

  In appreciation for the two 50th reunion 

chairwomen and for the class of 1967, three 

“thank you” bricks were purchased for the 

Alumni Garden. A second check of $359 was 

donated to MAA to be used toward the restoration 

of the rose garden/fountain area which was 

originally a class gift. The Murphy Alumni 

Association thanks the class of 1967 for your 

generosity and thoughtfulness. 

THANKS TO CLASS OF 1967 

 The 39-year old Muskingum 

Barnes was recently named the new 

football coach at Murphy High 

School.  He has been an assistant 

coach for the Murphy football 

teams for  the pas t  three 

years.  Barnes graduated from Moss 

Point High School in 1997.  He 

played at LSU from 1997 to 

2002.  He briefly worked out for a 

few NFL teams and played one 

arena football league game in 

Mobile. 

 

 Coach Barnes football philosophy is simple. It is, “We will work harder than everyone 

else and have fun doing it.  I want to teach the players that dedication, determination and pride 

are attributes that we should strive to have.”  Coach Barnes would like all alums to come to 

the games.  He stated, “You really don’t know how much the kids thrive off a full stadium of 

screaming fans.”  Coach Barnes has also requested that the alums financial support will be 

important as  well. “I want to thank the community for the support and we look forward to 

seeing the entire Panther family in the fall.” 

 

 Barnes and his wife, Chiane, have one son, Mason (3).   

Class of ‘77 

June 9-11, 2017, $150 by April 30, includes Friday Ice breaker 

at Mariott Hotel, Saturday Picnic & evening Banquet/Dance, 

Sunday church service & brunch at T.P. Crockmier's. Detail: 

Facebook-Murphy High School Class of 1977. Contact: 

Evelyn Reid Clarke or Douglas Kearley, dbkearley@aol.com 

Class of ‘67 

 

70th Birthday Bash is Planned for May 2019! 

Contact: Bettie Champion, 

bettiechampion@comcast.net, 251-458-1570 

 

CLASS EVENTS 



Name______________________________________________________Class of ____________________  

Address____________________________________________Email_______________________________  

City______________________________________State__________________Zip____________________  

Home Phone___________________Work Phone__________________Cell Phone___________________  

_____CURRENT YEAR GRADUATE Receives Newsletter, FREE  

_____PANTHER LEVEL Receives Newsletter & Alumni Certificate, $25 INDIVIDUAL or $35 COUPLE  

_____BLUE LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, & Alumni Lapel Pin, $50 INDIVIDUAL  

_____GOLD LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, & Alumni Paperweight, $100 INDIVIDUAL  

_____TOWER LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, Paperweight, & One Memorial Brick,  

                                         $250 INDIVIDUAL  

_____I wish to order: MEMORIAL BRICK. $50 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: RESTORATION PLAQUE. $100 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)  

_____I wish to order: TREE FUND PLAQUE. $100 Acorn Level, $500 Sapling Level, $1000 Mighty Oak Level  

_____I wish to send a GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE.  
(I will notify the alumni or friend my gift has been donated. I understand  

the Alumni Association will not notify the person of my gift.)  
For more information contact Marion Stille, 251-665-0509.  

Forms for bricks, restoration, and tree fund will be sent to the above address.  

Return to: MURPHY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, P. O. BOX 66158, MOBILE, AL 36660  

Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.  
Membership Application/Renewal/Gift  

(Membership Dues are renewable annually in January)  

MURPHY  
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
 
P.O. Box 66158  
Mobile, AL 36660  
murphyalumni.org  

Non-Profit Org.  
U. S. Postage  

PAID  

Mobile, AL  

Permit No. 278 

Return Service Requested 


