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MESSAGE FROM MAA PRESIDENT
It is hard to believe that football season is already
here. Look for your Murphy Alumni Association table at the
entrance to Ladd Stadium. We have Pom-Poms, Hats,
Coffee Cups, Seat Cushions and Lots of T-Shirts for sale that
allows you to show everyone your Panther spirit. All
proceeds from the sale of these items are used for many
projects supported by your alumni association.
The good news is that the renovation of the school to
repair the tornado damage and the upgrade of the buildings
is nearing its completion. This means we will soon be able
Jim Younce ‘58 to resume our beautification projects that have been placed
on hold for the past two years due to the construction
President
projects campus wide.
Plans are in the works to complete the renovation of the Carlen House. We
have completed the outside of the Carlen House and air conditioned it. Now we will
be renovating the inside of the building and begin the landscaping projects in both
the front and rear yards.
We are proud to be a contributor to the project to send representatives of
your Murphy Band to Australia.
I would like to encourage you to help us to grow the Alumni Association
Membership by passing on your Newsletter to other alumni and invite them to join in the
associations activities. If you are having a class reunion in the immediate future, and
would like us to attend and present a short audio/visual about the renovation and new
things at Murphy please contact us.

Panther Pride 5K Run/Walk

Panther Prowl Fun Run

2017 will mark Murphy High School’s 91st anniversary! Since 2001, the Murphy High School PTSA-hosted
Panther Pride 5K Run has been an outstanding event that has allowed students, alumni, family, and friends to celebrate
our school as they complete the 3.1-mile stretch through the streets of our midtown Mobile. Panther Prowl is one lap
around the Murphy High School horseshoe. Thanks to the support of our community, we have had many successful
races, and look forward to another in January as we celebrate more than nine decades of Panther Pride!
Our 2017 Panther Pride 5K Run is scheduled for January 21, 2017. This will continue to be an exceptional
family event for the entire Mobile community, and of course we are inviting all Murphy alumni, faculty, students
and friends to participate. Proceeds from this run will be used to supply our Allocation Fund for our teachers. This
fund allows the PTSA to help meet our teachers’ specific needs for educational tools and supplies that would be
otherwise unavailable. In the past, we have been able to provide our teachers with as much as $9,000 annually
through race proceeds. With your help, we hope to make this a banner year—we would like to contribute $10,000
in 2017!
You may register in person at McCoy Outdoor, Run-N-Tri, or Fleet Feet in Mobile or Running Wild in
Fairhope until noon on January 19, or online at http://pantherpride5k2017.eventbrite.com.
(continued on page 2)

Captain Munnerlyn Gives Back in Big Way at Jersey Retirement
Lindsey Young, Assistant Editor & Staff Writer, Press Register

Captain Munnerlyn heard many times growing up that the NFL wasn’t a reality. He defied the odds, and now,
he wants to put the NFL dream just a little more within reach for others at his alma mater. Munnerlyn returned to his
hometown of Mobile, Alabama, over the weekend, where he was honored at Murphy High School during halftime of
its game against McGill-Toolen. While there, Munnerlyn also made a $50,000 donation to the school.
“Being from Mobile, Alabama, where they say you can’t make it to the NFL, you can’t make it to the next
level – that donation was just giving back to my community, to my high school,” Munnerlyn said. “I’ve been blessed to
play this game, now entering my eighth season.
“[I’m] letting them know I haven’t forgotten where I came from,” he added.
When he was first invited to his 10-year high school reunion at Murphy, Munnerlyn told his classmates he
probably wouldn’t make it, due to practice in Minnesota. That’s when they gave in and told Munnerlyn they had a
presentation planned for him during the game.
The Murphy High School program retired Munnerlyn’s No. 2 jersey in recognition of his accomplishments on
the field.
In addition to retiring his number, Munnerlyn’s alma mater is also naming the school’s weight room after the
alum. Munnerlyn said hearing about the Captain Munnerlyn Weight Room was a little surreal.
“Even after flying back to Minnesota, Munnerlyn’s influence will continue to be felt in Mobile. The entirety of
his donation will provide renovations to the weight room so that athletes have the space and equipment necessary to take
care of their bodies and continue pursuing their goals on the field.
“It wasn’t ‘Wow’ before,” Munnerlyn said. “But it’s going to be ‘Wow’ now.”
(continued Panther Pride)

Location: Murphy High School; 100 South Carlen Street, Mobile, AL 36606
Distance: Certified 5K course (AL04019JD) through the neighborhoods surrounding Murphy High. Panther
Prowl is one lap around the Murphy High School Horseshoe.
Fees: Children (12 and under): $15; Adult (13 and over): $20; Murphy High Students: $15; Stay in Bed (no
running, but gets a shirt): $15
Awards: Top male and female Overall, Masters, Grandmasters, Senior Grandmasters, and Race Walker. Top
three male and female in age groups: 9 and under, 10-14, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 5054, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, and 75-99.
Special Awards: $500 to the Murphy High School student organization, club, or team with the most
participants (students, parents, grandparents, friends, faculty, etc.) Be sure to fill in your team on the form.
Shirts: Registered runners will receive a long sleeved cotton race shirt; upgrade to moisture management fabric for an
additional $5. To guarantee a shirt on race day, you must submit your application and fees by January 7.
We need your help in the form of in-kind donations, such as bottled water, energy drinks, packaged
snacks, fruit and other food items, paper products and/or gift cards to your place of business that we may use
as door prizes. We appreciate your kindness and generosity in helping Murphy High School and will be
acknowledging your assistance through our publicity and media coverage of the race! Our Panther Pride 5K
Run is always a great deal of fun and we look forward to your joining us in celebrating. If you have questions
or need more information, please contact Mrs. Napier at 251-680-0107 or ladyT5@bellsouth.net.

Eleventh grader Jada
Black sat as freshman class
president and is a Murphy
cheerleader. She is a 2016
graduate of Youth Leadership
Mobile, where she organized a
newborn clothing drive for
Ronald McDonald House. For
three years she has volunteered
at Springhill Medical Center,
and was named 2014 Volunteer
of the Year as a freshman. Jada
attended Auburn University’s
College Preparation Summer
Academy and took classes in
math and science. At cheer
camp her squad won “the
banana” for being the most
spirited at camp. Jada plans on
attending Auburn University and studying neurology and chemical
engineering with a pre-dentistry concentration.

Zach Aggen, who has taught
chemistry at Murphy for five years, also
spent four years as a medic in the U.S.
Army. He uses his military experiences,
which include two tours in Iraq, to
illustrate the real-life uses of the
chemistry. Aggen plans to ultimately go
to medical school once his wife
completes her medical degree and go
into emergency medicine. But along the
way, he’s found a love for teaching that
he never knew he had.

Twin brothers, Charlie and John Pollman
recently walked away with first and second place
awards at the Family Career and Community Leaders
of America’s Beef, Pork and Peanut Cook-off for high
school students. Charlie on the right, won first place in
the beef category, and John won second with a soup in
the peanut division. The brothers honed their skills in
Murphy’s hospitality and tourism program. This summer, John put his culinary skills to a good cause, helping make hot meals for the Bay Area Food Bank’s
summer lunch program. The twins are freshmen at the
University of South Alabama.

Lilly Gulledge,
whose 35 ACT
score finds top
universities seeking
her as a student.
She is interested in
attending medical
school and hopes
her summer of
volunteer work at
Providence Hospital will help her
decide. She has recently begun her
senior year in Murphy High School’s
IB program and will also serve as an
Azalea Trail Maid.

ALUMNI CLASS CONTACTS
Class of ‘93
Jennifer McCrary jmccrary1@bellsouth.net
Class of ‘94
Class of ‘77
murphy944reunion@yahoo.com
Douglas Kearley dbkearley@aol.com Class of ‘95
Class of ‘80
Danielle Seymour murphy95reunLarry Tartt 251-331-2728
ion@gmail.com
Class of ‘83
Class of ‘96
Ursula Tucker
20th Reunion, Homecoming Game, October
Ursula_r_tucker@yahoo.com
21, 7:00; Oct. 22, 11:00 Tour of Murphy;
Class of ‘85
Party at Mobile Carnival Museum, 7:00Felicia Johnson 251-377-5012
11:00 pm. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
Class of ‘88
murphy-high-school-class-of-96-reunionmurphyclassof88@gmail.com
tickets-26160253021?utmClass of ‘91
medium=discovery&utmDeBekka Watson watson33101
campaign=social&utm@att.net; jmccrary1@bellsouth.net
content=attendeeshare&utmsource=strongmail&utm-term=listing
Class contact information is published
on the website: murphyalumni.org, CLASS REUNIONS.

Murphy Alumni Association, Inc.
Membership Application/Renewal/Gift
(Membership Dues are renewable annually in January)
Name______________________________________________________Class of ____________________
Address____________________________________________Email_______________________________
City______________________________________State__________________Zip____________________
Home Phone___________________Work Phone__________________Cell Phone___________________
_____2016-17 YEAR GRADUATE Receives Newsletter, FREE
_____PANTHER LEVEL Receives Newsletter & Alumni Certificate, $25 INDIVIDUAL or $35 COUPLE
_____BLUE LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, & Alumni Lapel Pin, $50 INDIVIDUAL
_____GOLD LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, & Alumni Paperweight, $100 INDIVIDUAL
_____TOWER LEVEL Receives Newsletter, Certificate, Alumni Lapel Pin, Paperweight, & One Memorial Brick,
$250 INDIVIDUAL
_____I wish to order: MEMORIAL BRICK. $50 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)
_____I wish to order: RESTORATION PLAQUE. $100 (up to 3 lines) (18 characters per line)
_____I wish to order: TREE FUND PLAQUE. $100 Acorn Level, $500 Sapling Level, $1000 Mighty Oak Level
_____I wish to send a GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE PERSON NAMED ABOVE.
(I will notify the alumni or friend my gift has been donated. I understand
the Alumni Association will not notify the person of my gift.)
For more information contact Marion Stille, 251-665-0509.

Forms for bricks, restoration, and tree fund will be sent to the above address.
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Mobile, AL 36660
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